CH.A,B.S. Hoe HoMew12.

THE BiCA HOUSE | HAB S
Upper Les Vogas, Sen lilguel County, New Mexico N
- RH-LANTEG A )
" !
| PHO TOCRAPIS
| ’ WRITTEW HISTORICLL AND THSCHIPTIVE 1ATA

Southwest District

HISTORIOC AMIRICAY BUILEINGS S5URVEY
John Gaw HMeem, District Of'ficer,
Comine del XNonte Sol, Sente Fe, New ¥Mexico




H.A.B.8. No. K.i.=12.
Pase Nos 1 HARS
N

THE BAGA HOUSE 24. LAves.v
Upper Les Vegas, San Miguel County, New Mexico b
Ovmer: Miss durelin Bacae ‘end. Mpse Maria Baca Romero, devghbers
of Jose Albino Baca, 403 West National Avenue, West Las Vegas,
New Mexicoe

Date g£ Frection: 1852~1859,

Architeet: Name unknovwne

e

Egi}der: Don Jose Albino Bacm.

Present Condition: Poor, vandalized, pra~tically all windows,
doors, panels, trim, vertals in pstio, stsirway, flooring, c
cetera, carricd off,.

Mumber of Stories: Maln tuilding, two and one half; rear portion,
OllE

Materials of Construction; Foundation: field stone, adobe mor-
tar; floors: in vuilding, pine, on mortals, {legstone; walls;
exterior, first story, adobe, adobe mortar, second story, half=-
timber snd adobe, adobe mortar, ettic, frame; interior walls:
first and sscond stories, sdobe adobe mortar, attic, freme;
cellingss: wood; roof; pitched shingles and corrugated metal;
trim: wood; lime plaster citerior and interlior.

Other Existing Records: Two photopraphs, putio view snd frong
view, circe 1540, COPIGS aistacned, oririnals in custody ofl Miss
Aurelia Beoa, 403 West Hational Avenue, West Las Vegas, New
Mexicos

Additions] Data: Construction: the half timber construction of
the second gory walls is wade up of 3" x 14" timbers placed ver-
ticelly sbout threc feet center to conter, with 3" x 14" timbers
placed vertically ' bout three feet cember to center, with 3" x
14" horizontal rirts iremed betwesn the uprights about midway
betwienr 3" x 14" timbors. The interstices being filled with
adobe brick snd adohe rortere

Lime nlaster was used for 2ll exturior and interior adobe
wallsy, Parapet walls, above palio vorial roof, are bricke The
brick coping occurs only on patio side of one story portion of
buildinge.
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Wood pertitions in atbtic sre of 1" x 8" beaded ceiling
placed vertieally on 2" x 4" top sand bottom plates, ome slide
onlye.

Roofs over attio and west wing of one story portion are
shinples over 1" sheatiing on 2" x 6" rafters 24" center to cen=-
ters Roof over balsnce of one story portion is corrugated metel
over 1" sheathing on 2" x 8% rafters 24" to 27" center to centere

A1 iwterior woodwork in attie is unpainted.

Ceilings of first story rcooms, 1" beards on exposed beams
or vipas; second story rooms, end atbie of mein building, T and
3 boards, tlose of sceecond story rooms being painted and decorated.
411 rooms of mein buillding on first eni second floors have wood
cornice, I terior walls om first floor have smooth, white plaster;
those on second floor, papercd.

There are three firepleces on the first floor and three on
the sscond floor. These are built oi adobe with weinted wood
mentels snd adobe hearths.

A1} doors and windows heve wood trim, some panelled and with
planted ornaments on exterior and interiors

Portel et first story, along f'ront of building, is sersened at
sach end with wood lsttice mede up of 13" x 3/4% battens lapped
disgonelly sbout 3 3/4" cemter to center with door size arches
opening in middle of ~rilles The porstels on second floor are
screened. over hand relils at each end with wod zrilles made of
bullt uprights spproximately 2 i.‘:/B“ x 1 1/8" in size, rsbboted,
sbout 8" center to center with 1 3/16" x 9/16% members set dicgone
ally in a dismond pattern.

Roof dormers have tin covering betweeu shingles and sheath-
inge This projects a few inches below the saves and is cubt in
scallops.

The present steirway inecluding risers, treads, laundings,
skirting, turncd balusters end hendrail is black welnub.

Fromt and petio portals are paved with red ssndstone flagging
leidd in a square pattern of rundom sizess Th= welk and steps
of front ontronce arc of the same reterial es portal i{loors. The
floors of the portels in the patio are ebout six inches sbove the
central portion of the patic and ctre edzed with a sendstons curb
sbout four inches wide,
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Historicals Theoriginal building, onc sbory in height, enclosing
the patio, wes consbtructed in 1852. A porbel, the existing first
story portion, extended across the building on the south. Portals,
similar to existing patic portel at south side of the patio, ex-
tended along the other throe sides of the patio.

The uilding et this time had a flat roof consisting of one
inch beoards laid over wod besms or vigas, on which was placed
six to eight inches of adobe soil. This wes graded to cansles
(roof spouts) extendin: through the outer adobe narepct walls.
The perapet walls, on the inner or vetio side, sbove the portsal
roof were constructed of common brick.

The corrael, east of tho house, is enclosed oy a high adobe
wall cepped with red sendstono copinge. The wall is in very poor
conditione Most of the coping is gane snd the wall has erwmbled
away et several places. Along the north wsell of the corral were
stables. These have been destroyed. The waterine trouph in the
corral still exists but has been reconstructed recently.

The garden plot, north of hnouse and corral, is enclosed on
the north by & low wall of field sione laid up in adobe mortar:
on the east by e high adobe wall end on the west by & barbed wire
fencees This fence has been consbructed very recently. Miss Baca
states that the original west well was sdobes The pordenr wes ir-
rigated from & small ditch running southerly along the east wall
of the garden. It turned west at the south garden wall, running
west along the well to e point opposite the northeast corner of
the portal cwbing in the ratio, where it turned under the floor
of the north wins petio snd putio portel; it then ran sdjzcent
to the enst and south curbs, in a shellow, stone lincd ditch to
the curbing at the scutiwest corner, whers it ran under the portsl
and west wing floors to the small room on the west side of the
buildings The weter ran through s wide,shallow, stone lined,
open dibeh in the room and discherged outside on the west. The
water wus used @s & cooling agent for tmbtter and milk stored in
the room.

In 1859 the second story, attie, shingle roof over west
vatio wing end second story portals viere added to the buiiding
For this work sn architect wes cormissioned. Hlgs Aurelis Bace
conld not vemember his name. The construction at the time inm
cluded s st'.&timvay, ot wood construction, locsted near the south
petio entrence snd adjacent to the main building. This siairwsy
sextenced from the first to second floor of portel onlys 4 small
wood steirwvey was consiructed in the preseat steir hall, between
second floor =nd attic.
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In 1380 more improvements werc 6ddeds The present welmut
stairwey was built and the house decorated by & Mes. Meice, #n
artist from Paris, France, toth on the inbterior and exbterior.

£11 the lumber, millwork, herdwere, and furnishings, incor-
porated in the construction underteken in 1859 and 1860, wcre
brought over the Senta Fe Tradl by ox team from Kemsas City end
Ste Louis, Missouri.

The buildipg was occimied by the Bace family until 1914.
Since that time it has deberiorated rapidly snd has been vandal-
ized until there is very little lefte Miss Baca and Mrs. Romero
heve & native family residing in the house at present s merd
apainst further vandalism. The present corrugated roof over the
north snd esst patio wings has been added within the last tem
yvearss 1t wes added %o prevent further erosion wihich wes rapidly
destroying the only portion of the bullding under acdobe roof.
The construction consisted of a framed well of 2% x 4" studs and
plates with shiplap shesthing extending sbove the brick coping
and 2" x 6" refters witih 1" wood shesthing over which the corru=
geted metal roof was spplied.

The foregoing infvrmetion wss furanished by Miss Awrelia Bacs,
403 West Nationel Avenue, VWest Las Veges, How Mexico.
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